
January 6, 2002 
 
Dear BPS Community, 
 
As shared in November and December, BPS is in the midst of water remediation following the discovery 
of Legionella and elevated levels of lead and copper in our facilities. BPS voluntarily tests all water 
sources for lead and copper every two years. This approach enables us to find problem areas not 
otherwise detected, transparently report them and remediate unhealthy levels. Full reports for all BPS 

buildings are being posted on our water website at www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/water as they are 
made available.  
 
While not all the findings are good news, it was expected as long closures to buildings can cause 
stagnant water ripe for lead, copper and Legionella. We proactively ran our water during the closure, 
however, our water systems were still used far less than when we are in session. BPS is one of a limited 
number of Districts voluntarily testing water across our state and have worked to find issues and 
remediate them. We took advantage of the low number of people present in our buildings over the last 
months to accelerate remediation efforts.  
 
Below, you will find information on actions being taken by BPS, actions individuals can take and an FAQ 
on Legionella. Additionally, buildings will provide specific information regarding their testing results and 
actions in the coming day.  
 
BPS Actions and Remediation  

 BPS will continue to work with water experts to remediate problems. These remediation plans 
include:  

1. Flushing plumbing with a high concentration of chlorine where Legionella has been 
detected. Hand washing CANNOT occur when chlorine treatment is dispersed. This is a 
24-hour process. Scheduled dates are below.   

2. Cold water flushes of systems where high levels of copper and lead have been detected.  
3. Re-testing to see if changes in levels yield safe results.  
4. Secondary treatment takes place with a biocide injected in the system if testing shows 

Legionella is still present.  
5. Additional investigation and flushing where needed.   

 While water fountains across the District have been disabled to mitigate the spread of COVID, 
water filling stations throughout the District will be disabled until water sample results come 
back safe. 

 Bottled water is being provided for those in need, but bringing bottled water from home is 
encouraged. All staff and students were notified when test results were returned showing 
unhealthy levels and directed to drink only bottled water or water brought from home. This 
restriction has not been lifted.  

 Showers have been disabled until tests come back to acceptable levels.  

 
Building Status  

 Buildings currently being treated for Legionella are: 
 Derby 
 BCS 
 Beverly  
 Berkshire 

http://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/water


 Quarton  
 Harlan  
 West Maple 
 Annex 
 Seaholm 

 Groves 
 Facilities and Operations Building  

 Buildings scheduled to be treated for lead and copper are: 
 Quarton 
 Harlan 
 Greenfield 
 Beverly 
 Seaholm 

 Groves 
 Education and Administration Center  
 BCS 
 Derby 
 Test results are still incoming for lead and copper: Annex, Facilities and Operations, 

Transportation, Berkshire and West Maple.  
 Due to chlorine treatments, the following buildings cannot use water to wash hands on 

the  dates listed: 
 Derby on Jan. 6-7 
 Annex on Jan. 5-6 
 Beverly Jan. 8-9 
 Berkshire on Jan. 9-10 
 West Maple on Jan. 8-9 
 Facilities and Operations on Jan. 11-12  

 Chlorination Treatments completed and resampling taken at: 
 Groves 
 Seaholm 

 Harlan 
 BCS 
 Quarton, resampling on Jan. 7 

 
What Individuals Can Do  

 Handwashing in most buildings can occur unless chlorine treatment is taking place. Masks 
should always be worn when washing hands.  

 Water can be used for cleaning toys and other items before and after chlorine treatment, with 
masks being worn as an additional precaution.  

 Coffee can be made at work using our District water supply when chlorine treatment is not 
occurring.  

 Bottled water is provided for drinking instead of using fountains or water filling stations. 
Individuals may also bring water from home.  

 If you have particular concerns about you or your child’s exposure to lead, copper or Legionella, 
please contact your health care provider or the Oakland County Environmental Health 
Department at 248-858-1280. 

 



Legionella FAQ 
What is Legionella? 
Legionella is a bacterium that can cause Legionnaires’ disease, Pontiac fever, and, more rarely, 
extrapulmonary infections, collectively known as legionellosis. People can get Legionnaires’ disease or 
Pontiac fever when they breathe in small droplets of water in the air that contain Legionella. Legionella 
occurs naturally in freshwater environments, like lakes and streams. It can become a health concern when it 
grows and spreads in human-made building water systems.*[1] There are many strains of commonly 
occurring Legionella. Most are considered pathogenic, but most disease is caused by Legionella pneumophila, 
particularly serogroup 1. **[2]  
*[1] https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/fastfacts.html  
**[2] https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/clinicians/disease-specifics.html 

What strain of Legionella was found in our pipes? 
Both Legionella pneumophila and non-pneumophila species were detected in water samples collected in 
Birmingham Public Schools. These microorganisms get transported from place to place through the school 
plumbing when water is used in school buildings, so we are treating all taps as potentially contaminated, 
even if contamination was not measured from a particular tap. There are many naturally occurring 
microorganisms that can grow in building water systems when the water is not moving regularly within the 
building. The fact that we have detected Legionella in school building plumbing indicates that other 
microorganisms may be present. 

Is it safe to be in our buildings?  
BPS has covered all drinking fountains and stopped the use of showers in our facilities that would carry the 
aerosols containing Legionella bacteria. Bottled water has been provided. Additionally, anyone present in a 
BPS facility is required to wear a mask as a further precautionary step, mitigating both COVID and any 
aerosols containing the Legionella bacteria. With these precautions in place, individuals can be in our 
buildings.  
 
Is it safe to drink the water? 
At this time, we continue to ask all students and staff to use water bottles from home or use provided water 
by the District while we remediate issues. Water from our filling stations or tap should not be used to drink. 
It is recommended that only our water bottle filling stations are used for drinking water once they are 
enabled following remediation.  

Are there symptoms to be aware of?  
• Fever (typically between 102-105 degrees)  
• Chills 
• Cough  
• Shortness of breath 
• Muscle aches  
• Headache 
 Other common symptoms include:  
• Confusion 
• Nausea  
• Diarrhea  
• Chest pain  
 
How long after exposure do symptoms begin? 

https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/fastfacts.html
https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/clinicians/disease-specifics.html


It takes 2-14 days after exposure for symptoms to develop. Talk to your doctor if you believe you were 
exposed to Legionella and develop symptoms such as fever, cough, chills, or muscle aches. 
 
Who can get Legionnaires’ Disease?  
Most healthy people do not get Legionnaires’ disease after being exposed to Legionella. 
People at highest risk are 50 years and older, as well as those who smoke or have chronic lung disease. Also 
at risk are persons with weakened immune systems, such as people with cancer, diabetes, kidney disease, 
transplant recipients, and those taking certain medications such as tumor necrosis factor alpha inhibitors. 
 
How is Legionnaires’ Disease spread?  
People get Legionnaires’ Disease when they breathe in droplets of water in the air that contain the bacteria. 
The bacteria are not spread from one person to another, so there is no contagious period. 
 
Is it safe to swim in our pools? 
Our pools have been tested and were cleared for use.  
 
Can toys be washed with tap water for children to use?  
Yes, toys can be washed with District water and toys can be used again after cleaning. Transmission is 
minimal and not considered an exposure point. It is recommended that anyone completing the task of 
washing something wear their mask while washing something as an additional precaution. 
 


